An Overview of the Structure of the Gordon Setter Club of America

There are many terms that we use to describe the major organizations that help conduct business in our sport of purebred dogs with respect to our Gordon Setters.   For those who are new to the sport, and those who might have always been a little unsure of exactly how things work, we are restating the organizational structure of the GSCA and related organizations.

1.  The American Kennel Club (AKC) is an association of purebred dog CLUBS.  No individual person is a member of AKC, but thousands of affiliated clubs make up the AKC.  A little over 500 of these clubs have special status, and they are known as Member clubs.  These Member Clubs can be All Breed Clubs, National Breed (or Parent) Clubs and Regional Specialty or Independent Clubs, Retriever Clubs, etc.  Nance Skoglund (MN) will soon be representing the Gordon Setter Club of America as our AKC delegate.

2.  The Gordon Setter Club of America is a breed specific Specialty Club which has the sole responsibility to AKC for the Breed Standard for the Gordon Setter.

3.  AKC only recognizes Clubs that are Member or Licensed Clubs.  The GSCA is a Member Club.  There are also six (6) AKC recognized Licensed Specialty Clubs representing Gordon Setters in the United States and they are TarTan GSC (CT), Paumanauk GSC ( NY), Nodrog GSC of Michigan, Inc., North Country GSC of Minnesota, Golden Gate GSC, Inc., (CA) and GSC of Hawaii.

4.  Our National Breed Club, the GSCA, currently has more than 1300 members residing in 993 households.  Most of our members reside in the USA. There are international Gordon Setter Clubs that have relationships with GSCA and represent the interests of Gordons Setters in other countries.

5.  Individual Gordon Setter owners may belong to the Gordon Setter Club of America, a local Gordon Setter Club, or an Independently Licensed Club, or both.

6.  In the United States (in addition to the six Licensed Gordon Setter Clubs) there are currently fifteen GSCA local “Clubs” that are not official Clubs as far as AKC is concerned.  They do have their own names, by-laws, and are a very important part of furthering the interests of the Gordon Setter in their area.  These Clubs are referred to as “Area Committees.”

An Area Committee may carry on such activities as a fun day, a fund raiser, a club picnic, etc.  With respects to activities of that nature, it functions completely at the local level, and doesn’t need to coordinate or seek approval from the GSCA or from AKC.

If, however, the Area Committee should wish to host a Specialty, a Performance Event (Hunt Test or Field Trial), or an Obedience/Agility/or Rally event, then the application for this event MUST be coordinated with the Gordon Setter Club of America, since only Member or Licensed Clubs are allowed to host such events.  GSCA’s Corresponding Secretary (currently Mary Ann Leonard) has the authority as a GSCA Officer to submit applications for such events to AKC.  Since this event is viewed by AKC as a GSCA event (and NOT an Area Committee Event, since Area Committees do not exist in the eyes of the AKC), the name of the Gordon Setter Club of America as well as all the current GSCA officers names MUST appear on the paperwork, and NOT the names of your local Area Committee or its officers.

All Area Committee members listed as Event Committee members on Performance event applications MUST be GSCA members.  AKC will cross-reference the GSCA membership list (submitted to them on a regular basis) to make certain that that is so.  When your local Club members host the event, they are doing it as members of the Gordon Setter Club of America…not as members of the local Area Committee…and AKC holds the GSCA responsible for the correct submission of paperwork and the proper functioning of the event.

If an Independently Licensed Club wishes to host a Specialty or Performance Event, it makes its application directly to AKC because AKC recognizes them.  AKC, however, holds the Parent Club, the Gordon Setter Club of America, responsible for coordinating all AKC events being hosted by the various Gordon Setter Specialty Clubs.  This means the GSCA must coordinate ALL events held by Area Committees PLUS those held by the Independently Licensed Clubs.  Every Independently Licensed Club must get Parent Club Event Approval for THAT event on THAT day.  This was formerly known as a Date Approval Letter, but in fact represents the approval of that Event on that Day.  This is a slight change from the former position on date approval letters resulting from a clarification of AKC’s position on the responsibility of the GSCA to coordinate all Independent Events as well as Area Committee Events.

Area Committees must submit to AKC all records pertaining to that event (within 7 days), a final financial statement for the event to the GSCA Treasurer (currently Jim Tiano), and a write up to the Newsletter Editor (Susan Drum) for publishing in the Gordon Setter NEWS.  Photos of your event may also be submitted at the event committee’s option.

The GSCA requires each Area Committee to maintain a bank account under GSCA’s Non_Profit Federal Tax ID number which contains all monies resulting from GSCA/AKC related Events.  The GSCA requires the Area Committee to report the financial status of this bank account to the GSCA Treasurer at the end of each fiscal year (June 30).

The GSCA Treasurer files an annual Consolidated Federal Tax Return as a Non-Profit organization so your Area Committee won’t need to file or pay taxes on the income it receives from GSCA/AKC events, because the Area Committee functions under the “umbrella” of the GSCA’s Non-Profit status.

Independent Clubs need to file Federal/State returns on their own.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact any Gordon Setter Club of America officer or the GSCA liaison for your Club or Area Committee.
